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It may also be worth while to note here certain points which appear 
open to anthropological criticism. Professor Ross (pp. 59 ft.) uses the 
word "race" far too loosely, applying it now to the primary divisions 
of mankind, now to peoples, such as Frenchmen, Germans, etc., and now 
to the divisions of peoples, such as North Italians and South Italians. 
Again, does he not speak too assuredly (p. 60) concerning "veritable 
differences in race mind"? Compare pages 132 f., where national char- 
acteristics of Hindus, Greeks, Armenians, and other peoples are ac- 
counted for by purely social considerations. He accepts without ques- 
tion (pp. 77, 122) the time-honored theory of the universal priority of 
maternal kinship over paternal kinship in the evolution of the family; 
many anthropologists in good repute now definitely reject such a theory. 
The discussion (pp. 77-78) of the earliest social groupings might have 
profited by some consideration of the Lang-Atkinson hypothesis (now 
adopted by Mr. H. G. Wells), which resolves truly "primitive" society 
into isolated groups of females dominated in each case by an old male, 
much as herds of cattle are ruled. In the chapter on the " Genesis of 
Society" (pp. 86 ff.)' the author has not sufficiently emphasized the 
distinction between the origin of various historic societies, concerning 
which fairly definite information is available, and the more general 
and more theoretical question of the origin of human society. The 
whole subject of human gregariousness and association needs to be 
thoroughly treated in the light of our present knowledge of anthropology. 

When Professor Ross has given us so much, it is somewhat un- 
gracious to dwell on the lapses and lacunae almost inevitable in such a 
work of synthesis. The reviewer has read it with great interest and 
enjoyment, and he cordially acquiesces in Dr. Small's judgment that in 
this book sociology "has at last arrived." He would also express his 
approval of Professor Ross's thoroughly pragmatic and even utilitarian 
point of view, which was that of the founder of economics and socialized 
ethics — Adam Smith. It seems to the author of Principles of Sociology, 
as it seemed to the author of the Wealth of Nations, that social science 
should more and more influence the legislator, the reformer, the human- 
itarian, and the common man himself. 

Hutton Webster 

University of Nebraska 

Health and Social Progress. By Rudolph M. Binder. New York: 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1920. Pp. xi+295. $3.00. 
We have grown familiar with attempts to explain history in terms 
of some one factor such as "race," "religion," and "climate." It 
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has remained for the present author, who is professor of sociology at 
New York University, to emphasize health as the cornerstone of social 
welfare. This he has done, and done well, in this "A Non-Medical 
Book, Dedicated to the Medical Profession." 

Regardless of the reader's acceptance of the author's thesis he will 
be glad to have so many interesting and important facts put in conven- 
ient form. 

The volume opens with a general discussion of the relation of 
health to civilization in which the conclusion is reached that inasmuch as 
"progress is possible only with a surplus of vitality over the immediately 
necessary activities of life," we may state as a law of general develop- 
ment: "Individuals and societies develop in proportion to their growth 
in self-reliance; and this depends upon their ability to attain health with 
the resultant confidence in their ability to control nature and their own 
destiny. " 

Then follows "Specific Cases of Health in Relation to Society," 
in which ancient Greece, Rome, and the Tropics are considered. Under 
the caption "Health and World-Progress" the author marshals his facts 
to show the necessity of attaining and maintaining health if civilization 
is to progress. In the last chapter, "Results and Prospects," the author 
describes the health program of The United Fruit Company and the 
Rockefeller Sanitary Commission. 

While all students have glimpsed the importance of health Dr. Binder 
has done a real service in stressing it and the volume will repay careful 
reading. 



Carl Kelsey 



University of Pennsylvania 



The College and the New America. By Jay William Hudson, 
Ph.D. New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1920. 
Pp. xi+202. $2.00. 

This book is a trumpet call to college and university teachers to 
recognize more fully their social obligations; and, as President Burton 
of Michigan has said, it should be read by every professor in America. 
The logical implication of the book would seem to be that all who enter 
the profession of college and university teaching should be trained in the 
social sciences, though the writer is careful to point out that specialists 
in these very sciences are not always fully alive to their social responsi- 
bilities. The specialists in the social sciences, he points out, cannot 
continue to hand over their responsibilities to a special group of men 



